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20,090, and neurly twenty-five of from
5,000 ta 10,000 each, These are nearly
all the towns in Cannda from occan to
occan; and not a few of them are
spoken of by the people themselves as
being stationary or decnying towns,
The St. Lawrencs Atlantie ports of
Quebee and Montreal are arctic ice-
bound about one-half the year,

MORE WOMEN THAN MEN.

This Statement Applles Only to Certaln
Seotlons of the World,

Statisties prove that, talking the world
as 8 whole, the number of men and
women is about equal—the best nrgu-
ment aganinst’ polygamy—but this re-
latiomship varies greatly when indi-
viduil conntries are considered, says
the New York Tribune. According to
the last estimate of the world’s popu-
lation, made up from the eensus in sin-
gle stutes, Norway and Scotland are
the countries with the greatest rela-
tive number of women. In these coun-
tries there are to every 100 men re-
spectively 107.5 and 107.2 women. The
euzcess of women is also large in
Sweden, there being 106.5 to every 100
men; in England, where there are 106,
in Denmark with 105.1, and in Switzer-
land, with 1050, The countries of the
north in general show a larger poplu-
tion of women:

Of the lands with a more temperate
climate Austrin has 104.4 women to 100
men, Hungary 101.5 to 100, and France
1HLT to 100,

Further toward the sonth men be-
come the more numerous, Spain, al-
most alone of the sonthern Euwropean
countries, numbers more females than
males, the proportion being 104 to 100,
Roumania, Servis and Dulgavin are
more maseuline, so to speak, there be-
ing for every 100 men respectively 9.4,
048 and 96.5 women. In Italy the per-
centage is almogt equal, the relation-
ship being 00.5 to 100 in favor of the
women. In the United States, say the
nuthorities, the older states show a
small excess of women and the new
ones an excess of men.

There are in the Atlantie and cast-
ern states 1005 women to 100 men,
while in some of the Pacifie and west-
ern states there are only 688 women to
100 men.  In new countries there is in-
varinbly an excess of men—a fact
natural and easy of explanation.

The promised land of women is still
Australin where even in the oldest eol-
onies the stronger sex far ontoumbers
the wetker. In Vietorin, Now Soutl
Wales and South Australin the rels
tionship is respeetively 006, .0 e
02.1 in favor of the men  In West Aus
tralin there are only 67 women to 100
men. InIndin in every place except
the government of Madras the men
ontnumber the women.

The Bexes 1n France,

A Trench statistician says that the
number of men and women in France
is more nearly equal than in any other
country of the world, there beingr only
1,007 women to 1.000 men.  In Hwitzer-
land thereare 1,0H men to 1,000 womei,
and in Greeceonly 03k Inllong-Kong,
aecording to this authority, there are
206 women to 1,000 men,

INGRATITUDE OF NATIONS.

An Instance of It Toward a HHero of the
Franco-Germnan War.

A pathetic story of national ingrati-
tude has been going the rounds of the
London papers, which is interesting
enongh to be repeated, especially as it
voncerns those days of intense interest
laring which Paris was last in siege.
Publicity has been given it by the fact
that the hero of the incident has just
rrone into a French hospital in poverty,
there to die. The Pall Mall Gazette
thus tells the tale:

“When the German lines, in the an-
tumn of 1870, were graduaslly closing
their boa-constrictor grasp round the
{(loomed eapital, Durnof was the hero
of the hour. Anexperienced aeronnut,
who had three times been dashed into
the sea and had run many other nar-
row escapes, he proposed with his old
balloon Neptune to carry a mail out of
I'sris and to run the gauntlet of the
leleaguering armies, At daybreak, on
September 23, he set out on his adven-
turous journey, thedirector of the posts
nssuring him, as he” handed in the dis-
patches and the pigeons, that his cour-
age and devotion would mect with a
splendid reward. Durnof succeeded in
his task, and landed safe and sound at
Evreux, but the poor old Neptune was
never fit for another ascent.”

“Twenty-two years elapsed, but the
unhappy seronaut never received a
penny from successive governments,
Even his claim for the value of his bal-
loon, which had been used until de-
stroyed by the military authorities,
failed to obtain the slightest recogni-
tion. After a conple of deeades he got
the bronze medal accorded to all who
carried dispatches by balloon, and last
year o small monthly grant was made
which barely sufficed to keep him from
sturvation. Swindlers and imposters
of ull kinds laid the foundations of
future fame and fortune in the siege of
Paris, but the first man who opened up
communications between the imprison-
ed inhabitants and the outer world
scems likely to die in dishonor and
despair.”

DISCOVERER OF TOEBACCO.

A Spaniard Named Pane Used It Detors
Elther Nivot or Raleigis

Though Sir Walter Raleigzh was the
first to introduce tobaegointo thiscoun-
try, says the London Daily Jews, in-
quiries into the history of the weed ave
familinr with the fact that it had al-
remdy been imported into Europe long
before Raleigh was born, The foacts
e retold in an ofiicinl summury by
Sir George Bonham of 1o recent finun-
il statement of the Spanigh minister
Jf finance. Naturally, the sulject is
if interest to the controller of the na-
_ional finances of Spain, as the tobacco
aonopoly is an important one, and
orings in large sums to the state cof-
wers.  The first European who became
wquninted with the plant was o Span-
sl pdmed Pone, who remained in San
lomingo on Columbus’ return to Spain
Jter his second voyage. He found it
wed by the natives principally asao
nedicine. The first specimens of the
dunt were sent by him to Seville in
1100; but its nse in BEnrope wae mainly

lze to Jean Niecot, a Frenchman of
Nimes, who was French ambassador
in Portugal in 1560. [Its introduction
into England by Sir Walter Raleigh,
«ho brought it from Virginia, dates
from 1585

THE SWISS REPUBLIC,

It Has an Executive Couoneil, Bat No
President.

Under the Swiss system, says the
North American Review, the executive
power is vested, not in a president, but
in a council or cabinet of seven, which
helds ofiice for three yoars. The coun-
cil apportions the departments of state
among its own members, and ‘“the
members of the couneil have the right
to speak and make proposals in either
house of the federal legislature, but
not to vote.” When the measures pro-
poced by the Swiss ministers are de-
feated in the legislature, they simply
return to their desks and go on with
the business of their departments, a
form of proccdure which has stood the
test of experience. We have, there-
fore, a most satisfactory precedent
upon the one vital point at which we
must depart from the English model.
The Swiss constitution, like our own,
is federal; and its federal legislature
consists of two chambers. The Swiss
excentive couneil or caliinet holds for
three years instead of four: the Swiss
ministers possess the right to sit in
cither heuse, to initiate legislation and
debate, without the right to vote; and
when the vote npon measures pro-
posed by them is adverse, they remain
in oftice until the end of their terms,

Washinglon's Pavements,

“Washington to-day," =ays a corre-
spondent,* has more asphalt pavements
than any city in the country with the
exception of Buffalo, Of the 164 miles
of improved streets in Washington 71
are puved with asphalt, making, 1,773,-
057 square yards. Ior the streets on
which heavy hauling is done eobble-
stone is generally used. Of this pave-
ment 14'4 miles have been laid. The
heavy grades have been principally
paved with granite blocks, of which
2815 miles have been laid. In the
nertheastseetion of the ity the asphalt
block has been found to answer the
purpose very satisfacterily, and over 13
miles have been put down within re-
cent years, There are still 25 miles of
streets luld with coal tar and 113 of
macadam,”

Law of Gravitation Roversed,

A lawyer by the name of Mayne,
who was a highly respected but de-
cidedly heavy person, had risen to a
judgeship, while Jeffrey Keller, who
hod entered on his legal carcer at
about the same time with Mayne, but
was more noted as n wit than as a law-
yver, was still much in want of clients
and fees. The latter was in a court-
room one day, when Moyne was sol-
emnoly presiding, and he turned to a
feiend,who tat beside him, and plucked

U hii sleeve, “See there!" he whis-
wvedls “there sits Mayne, risen by his

ruvity, and bere sits Keller, sunk by
lis levity, What would Sir Isane New-
ton sy to that, 'l like to know?”?




